
 

  FROM THE HELM 
Ahoy there Crew! 
      WOW! What a year!!!. We've accomplished a lot as 
you will read within this newsletter and wonderful things are 
yet to come in 2011.  
     First and foremost, I would like to extend my sincere 
gratitude to the Officers and Board members who served in 
2010. Without their participation and dedication, TDP would 
not exist. Special thanks go to our retiring Board members, 
Herb Joe, Margaret Ann Brown, Joe Powers and Deanna 
Taylor. I will miss your invaluable insight although I know I 
can count on you for support when needed. Herb , Margaret 
Ann and Joe will continue in their committee roles as Survey 
Logistics, Atlanta Training and Event Volunteer Coordinator 
respectively.  
 I deeply appreciate the Board members who are 
continuing to serve for 2011: Lori Muskat, Cheryl Tilton and 
Charlotte Keenoy. I thank you for your  counsel over the past 
year. Your guidance will help the new Board members 
maneuver through all The Dolphin Project channels.  
 Welcome aboard, Donna Calendine, Don Bender, 
Gayla Jones, and George Scuorzo. Thank you for 
volunteering to help steer the 2011 course for TDP. Don and 
Gayla are also helping with Education Outreach...Gayla on 
the Coast and Don in the Atlanta area. Donna and George 
have been (and will continue to be) volunteers extraordinaire 
at our Outreach events and on surveys. 
 To all TDP members, I wish you the joys of the 
holiday season. Happy Hanukkah and Merry Christmas. 
 Stay safeɂ×ÅȭÌÌ ÓÅÅ ÙÏÕ  ÉÎ ΨΦΧΧ 
     Peach   
                                                            TDP President 
 
03ȡ $ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÃÈÅÃË ÏÕÒ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÆÏÒ ΨΦΧΧ ÓÕÒÖÅÙ ÁÎÄ 
training dates. January is around the corner. Sign up and 
bundle up for the January survey. 
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Many thanks to all our volunteers who participated in research surveys and especially to our Skippers! 
7Å ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔ ÏÕÒ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÓÕÒÖÅÙÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÔ ÙÏÕȦȦȦ (those names with an asterisk(*) volunteered more than once) 

  2010 SURVEY HONOR ROLL 

SKIPPERS 

Tucker Brawner 
Bob Calhoun* 
Walter Coward* 
CW Fetter* 
Ron Goldfarb 
Roy Hubbard 
O.C. Lam 
George Manners* 
Don Nelson** 
Joe Olive* 
Joe Powers* 
Frank Sitera* 
Shawn Smith 
Gary Udinsky 
Andrew Zeigler 
 
TEAM LEADERS  
Linda Asher* 
Cliff Bedell 
Margaret Ann Brown 
Joni Chastain 
Barbara Conway 
Amanda Coward 
Dolores Engle* 
Peach Hubbard* 

Jackie Huffman* 
Herb Joe 
Augusta Livingston* 
Katie Olive 
Kirby Pruett* 
Michelle Riley 
George Scuorzo* 
Tom Workman 
 
PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Donnissa Busch* 
Linda Cooper 
Linda Copeland* 
Ron Goldfarb 
Steven Graham 
Joyce Heath 
Peach Hubbard* 
MaryAnn Jashinski 
Gayla Jones* 
Darlyne Maranto* 
Ellen Morales* 
Lori Muskat* 
Lori Norkus 
Carolyn Rasche 
Richard Rasche 
Amy Schneider 

Judy Tanner 
Mark Tanner* 
Dave Valent 
Laura Victore* 
Bob Visconti 
Sandy Workman* 
 
ASSISTANT TL  
Linda Asher 
Gayle Aitken* 
Joyce Albrecht* 
Don Bender* 
Joe Bonds* 
Maureen Bozovich* 
Lois Crossley 
Andra DiGuardi 
Dolores Engle 
Reed Engle 
Pam Fowler 
Rosemary Gillet* 
Colleen Hardy 
Suzon Hazard 
Ken Hudlow 
Roy Hubbard 
Sandra Hudson 
Charlotte Keenoy* 

August Kroken 
Tonya Lam 
Mary Lattimore 
Robert Livingston* 
Jeri Norkus 
Barbara Moorehead 
Katie Olive 
Carol Pacheco 
Joanna Parker 
Phyllis Preston 
Katy Rasche 
Karen Reinhard 
Michelle Riley 
Carol Rivers 
George Scuorzo* 
Terry Smith 
Jay Solomon 
Joan Solomon 
Judy Tanner 
Marilyn Valent 
Nancy Van Gorp 
Lindsy West* 
Tom Workman* 
Cheryl Yeoman* 
Claire Zeigler 
 

Extra Special Thanks go to Herb Joeɂour Survey Logistics Coordinator for all his hard work  
organizing the survey teams this year. 

Skipper OC Lam, Photographer-Amy 
Schneider, TL-Cliff Bedell 

 
If we missed listing your name, please let us 
know  

TL-Jackie Huffman, ATL-Nancy Van Gorp,  
Photographer-Donnissa Busch, ATL-Lindsey West,  

Skipper Frank Sitera 
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  2010 SPECIAL EVENTS HONOR ROLL 
Big hugs and thanks to our volunteers who help host TDPôs booth at the following Outreach Events: 

Savannah Earth Day, May Howard Science Fair, Thunderbolt Elementary Marine Science Day, 

Thunderbolt Art & Seafood Festival, Bluffton Art & Seafood Festival, Grays Reef Film Festival, Waterside 

News Party, Coastfest, Skidaway Institute of Oceanography Science Dayé. 

Don Bender, 
Donna Calendine, 
Dolores Engle, 
Reed Engle, 
Rosemary Gillet, 

Tricia Tucker, 
Linda Wales, 
Tracey Wallen-Furman 

Cheryl Yeoman, 

Bob Livingston, 
Joe Powers, 
Richard Puljung, 
George Scuorzo, 
Cheryl Tilton, 

Roy Hubbard, 
Kay Ingram 
Gayla Jones, 
Charlotte Keenoy, 
Augusta Livingston, 

Bluffton Art & Seafood Festival: Cheryl Yeomans & 
Linda Wales helping with the new TDP Coloring 
Contest 

May Howard Elementary School Science Nightð
Cheryl Tilton 

Extra Special Thanks go to Cheryl Tiltonɂour Merchandise Chairperson for coordinating the 
merchandise sales for events, meetings and training and to Roy Hubbard to being the Equipment & 
Transportation Chairperson. 

Skidaway Oceanographic  
Institute Science Dayð 
George Scuorzo  
(FinBoard Master!) explains the 
game. 

Savannah Earth Day  
Festivalð Dolores Engle 

talks about our intracoastal 
dolphins to booth visitors. 

 
 
If we missed listing your 
name, please let us know  

DNR Coastfestð 
Peach Hubbard hands out  
dolphin literature to future 

teachers 3 



 

  2011 TDP CALENDAR 
   January 15τTraining at AASU & REI 
  22 ς Survey & Dinner 
  27τProgram: Sunrise Rotary  
   

   February 19 ς Survey  
  23τtǊƻƎǊŀƳΥ{ǘΦ !ƴƴŜΩǎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ  
   

   March 19 ς Survey 
  26τTrainingτAtlanta only 
 

   April 2τTrainingτSavannah only 
13 ς tǊƻƎǊŀƳΥ wƻǎǿŜƭƭ ²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ 

       Club 
16τ EVENT: Savannah Earth  

    Day 
  30 ς Survey & Dinner 
 

   May  20 ς EVENT: Thunderbolt Elem.  
           Marine Science Day 
  21 ς Survey  
   

   June  4ς TrainingτSavannah only 
  11τTrainingτAtlanta only 
  25 ς Survey 
    

   July  23 ς Survey 
  16ς TrainingτSavannah only 
    
   August 20 ς Survey 
 

   September  24 ς Survey 
   17ς Training 
 

   October 1τEVENT: Coastfest 
  3 - Program: SunCIty Fish &  
     Hunt Club 
  15τSurvey & Dinner 
  15τEVENT: SKIO Science Day 
  23τEVENT: Bluffton Festival 
  24τEVENT: Bluffton Festival 
 

   November  19 ς Survey 
 

 
NOTEς that dates are subject to 

change and new events will be added 
so check the website 

  2010 Education Outreach  
Peach Hubbard and Gayla Jones facilitate the 
Education Outreach Programs for schools, clubs 
and organizations. In 2011 they spoke to Sun City 
Fish & Hunt Club, Georgetown Girl Scouts, Sun 
City Boat & RV Club, Sun City Snow Birds, Pooler 
Rotary, Coventry Christian Academy, Sun City 
Kayak Club, Skidaway Rotary, Sun City Lunch  
Ladies, Richmond Hill High School and Johnson 
High School.   

Skidaway RotaryðPeach Hubbard at dais. 
 

Richmond Hill High SchoolðGayla Jones explaining power 
point slides to students. (TDPôs Dolphin skull display) 
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  Survey Data  
We are often asked: ñWhat happens to TDP research photos and data?ò Kim Urian of Duke University is 
the caretaker of MABDC (Mid-Atlantic Bottlenose Dolphin Catalog) which is one of two databases that 
contains TDP data. The other database, also located at Duke  
University, is OBIS-SEAMAP (Ocean Biogeographic Information System-Spatial Ecological Analysis of 
Megavertebrate Populations). This database includes all the marine mammals and seaturles around the 
world.   

 
What have you learned about dolphins in the past twenty years?    
KIM:  We have learned a great deal about the movement and residency patterns of bottlenose 

dolphins along the east coast.  By identifying individual animals using photo-identification methods, we 
are able to track dolphins over time and document their movement patterns.  We have learned that the 
population structure of dolphins in the southeastern U.S. is much more complicated than we thought 20 
years ago.  Our improved understanding is the result of information from long-term datasets 
collaboration among different research efforts.  In many areas, such as the estuarine waters of Georgia, 
bottlenose dolphins are resident and have small home ranges.  It is still not clear how much mixing 
occurs between the resident dolphins that spend most of their time in the estuarine waters, with dolphins 
that spend most of their time in the coastal water 
 

How do you integrate your dolphin photos with those of other research 
organizations?   What are the results?  
KIM:  The Dolphin Project, Inc. has contributed to the Mid-Atlantic Bottlenose Dolphin Photo-

Identification Catalog (MABDC) since 1997 and has provided images of bottlenose dolphins from their 
photo-identification surveys in the coastal waters of Georgia. The MABDC is a co-operative research 
effort designed to improve our understanding of the population biology of bottlenose dolphins along the 
U.S. east coast.  The Catalog relies on the efforts of independent researchers who contribute images 
and associated data.  The MABDC includes data and images from 20 researchers from New Jersey to 
central Florida, and the photo-identification catalog maintained by the TDP is one of the longest 
continuous efforts along the east coast, so their contribution has been especially important to our work. 
 

How does your dolphin research compare with other dolphin studies along the eastern 
U.S. coast and elsewhere in the world?  
KIM:   The MABDC relies on images and data contributed by independent field biologists, so the 

quality of submissions varies from site to site.  The contributions of the TDP research team have been of 
excellent quality, reflecting their careful attention to detail and organization.  In addition, the TDP 
contributes their dolphin sighting data to the OBIS-SEAMAP Populations, (http://seamap.env.duke.edu/
datasets/detail/304) which is accessible to scientists, managers, and school children.  TDP consistently 
demonstrates a willingness to collaborate, and make their data available to help us understand the óbig 
pictureô, as well as conserve local dolphin populations. 
 

What is the family structure of dolphins you've observed and photographed?   Their 
migration patterns?    
KIM:  Of TDPôs dolphins included in the MABDC, some matches have been made to other research 
groups and others were matched to a previous effort in Georgia, with sighting records of those 
individuals going back as far as 1987.  This supports the existence of long-term residents in The Dolphin 
Project study area, and will allow us to identify female dolphins (by their repeated association with a 
calf) and possible male pairs which has been documented in other populations of dolphins (Sarasota, 
FL-Randy Wellôs work), by documenting a lack of association with a calf over the years and a high 
association.  The MABDC has grown since the previous submission of images from the TDP, so the 
ongoing systematic comparisons among sites will continue to provide more detailed information on the 
movement and residency patterns of dolphins in Georgia. 
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  SURVEYS 
Weôve been listening and reading your survey evaluations.  It seems that while the training is more than 
adequate for survey participation, some team members forget  - some sooner, some laterð about 
various details of the survey methodology. We strongly encourage those crew members who have not 
been to training within the last five years to do so in order to be up-to-date with the changes in the new 
survey formats. Sometimes there is a lapse of months between surveys and crew members forget how to 
fill out the paperwork. To help relieve this problem, we will be putting together a survey handbook for all 

crew members as a reminder. We hope to have this manual ready early next year for all survey crew 
members.  
 

In the meantime, here are a few reminders: 
EVENT SHEETé Prior to the first event/sighting, the Team Leader completes the top portion with crew 

member details, date, zone, etc. The photographer takes a picture of this Event Sheet (top portion only) 
which would be photograph #1 (or might be #001 or #0001 depending on the camera). This action 
documents on film which survey is being photographed/documented.  
When dolphin(s) are sightedðthat becomes Event #1 which is noted at the top right corner of the Event 
sheet in the óEvent#ô box.  
 

If NO pictures are taken of the dolphin(s), the Event sheet is completed with the data available. In this 
case, a photograph will be taken of the completed Event Sheet and the frame number of the Event sheet 
would be #2. This is noted on the bottom of the sheet in the óEvent Sheet#ô box and then the photograph 

is taken. 
 

If pictures of dolphin(s) ARE taken, the Event sheet is completed with the data available and the number 
of the frames used are noted at the bottom of the page (IE: #2-15).  It is obvious that the next photograph 
that will be taken will be of the entire Event sheet, so enter ó16ô in the óEvent Sheet#ô box at the bottom 
of the page.  The Sighting/Event number does not go here  - it is entered at the top/right of the Event 
Sheet. The next step is for the photographer to take a picture of the entire Event Sheet. Please make 

sure the photograph is clear and readable. If it is not, take another photo. 
 

Photographs of the Event Sheet are taken only AFTER each dolphin sighting/Event 
 

All the information must be entered at the top of each Event Sheet used on a survey. Please use thinline 
markers. Pen ink is often hard to read.  
 

Latitudes and Longitudes MUST be entered on the Event Sheet. We wonôt know where you saw the 
dolphins if that information is not recorded. Charting by Team Leaders on surveys is no longer used.  
 

PHOTOGRAPHERSé lease zero out your camera if possible so that the first picture used on a dolphin 

survey will be #1 (or #001 or #0001). If for some reason this is not possible, please make sure your 
numbers are at least in an ascending order.  

NEW POLICY FOR PHOTOGRAPHS ON TDP SURVEYS.  
 
We can no longer permit candid personal photographs by the various survey crew members. 
The only photographs taken on a TDP survey will be taken by the designated TDP 
photographer (*unless permission is given by TDP Board for documentary, promotional or 
science purposes).  Regrettably we must enforce this new regulation due to the potential  for 
commercialization and internet exploitation of TDP research photographs which may 
jeopardize our NMFS/NOAA permit. ALL* photographs taken on  TDP Research Surveys are 
the property of The Dolphin Project.   TDP will permit the use of personal photographs taken 
when not óON EFFORTô - IE: on the dock, at lunch and when not in the survey zone.  
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